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KENNETH S. LATOURETTE 


Yale University, Department of Missions 


HE primary purpose of the course outlined below 

is to enable prospective pastors of churches in 
America to be intelligent guides of their congregations 
to an understanding of the foreign missionary enter- 
prise. The assumption is that the course is to be for 
one semester, meeting three hours a week, and that it is 
made up of lectures, discussions, and parallel readings 
in a carefully selected reference shelf. The course is 
confined to what is usually called the foreign mission- 
ary enterprise. Certain phases of what might with 
propriety be regarded as a part of the world mission of 
Christianity, such as the question of international 
peace and a full discussion of the racial problem, are 
not included. Little attention is paid to comparative 
religion. If these subjects are included, it is assumed 
that the course will be lengthened and reorganization 
of the outline be effected. 

The course herewith presented seeks to give the 
prospective pastor (a) a knowledge of the general 
movements affecting the missionary enterprise, (b) a 
description of the present organization for foreign 
missions, (c) some information concerning the coun- 
tries in which the younger churches are found, (d) an 
actual description of the work and present problems of 
the younger churches and the missionaries in these 
lands, (e) an opportunity to discuss the reasons for 
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and against the missionary enterprise, and (f) a little 
knowledge of the methods of effective missionary edu- 
cation in the local parish. 

# In at least one seminary, such a course is required of 
practically all candidates for the B.D. degree. 


SYLLABUS 


I. Introductory. The main forces operating in the 


A. 


HO 


world of today. 


The increased knowledge and mastery of man’s 
physical environment by man. The scientific 
advances of the past three or four centuries, 
and the industrial and commerical revolution. 
The fact that these have centered in the 
Occident. 


. The geographic expansion of European peoples 


during the past four hundred years and the 
consequent mastery of the world by the white 
race. The primary causes of this expansion 
are economic—the search for raw materials 
and markets for Occidental factories. 


. The revolutionary changes in the cultures of 


non-European peoples which have followed the 
expansion of European interests. 


. The rise and rapid growth of nationalism. 
. Secularism—threatening all religions with dis- 


integration. 


. The spread of Christianity. 


1. A brief history of the missionary enterprise, 
both Roman Catholic and Protestant, 
since 1500, and especially since 1800. 

2. The factors back of the growth of Protestant 
missions in the past century and a quarter 
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—the evangelical movement and the re- 
vivals of the eighteenth and nineteenth 
centuries, and the industrial and commer- 
cial expansion of Protestant powers. 

3. The present organization and extent of 
Roman Catholic missions. 

4. The present organization and extent of 
Protestant missions, including the Foreign 
Missions Conference of North America, the 
various other national organizations, and 
the International Missionary Council. 

5. The new movements in Protestant missions. 

a. The effect of nationalism in the emphasis 
upon the indigenous church. 

b. The changing missionary vocabulary. 

c. The altered status of the missionary. 

d. The relation of missions to racial and 

industrial problems. 

. Trends in Protestant giving and in the 
attitude of the supporting constituencies 
toward missions. 

II. Description of the missionary enterprise and of the 

churches in the lands of the younger churches. 
This portion of the course will require about 
two-thirds of the semester. 

A. A study, seriatim, of the major so-called mission 
fields, Japan, China, India, the Near East, 
Africa, and Latin America. It is probably 
better in the lectures to concentrate on three 
or four countries, but the others should be 
covered by required outside reading. Under 
each country the following points are dealt 
with: 
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1. The geography and natural resources of the 
country and their bearing on current hap- 
penings and problems. 

2. The main features of the older civilization of 
the country—political, economic, social, 
intellectual, and religious. 

3. Changes wrought in this older civilization by 
the coming of Occidental peoples and cul- 
ture, with current political, international, 
economic, social, intellectual, and religious 
conditions and problems. 

4. Description and current status of the Protes- 
tant forces in the country. 

a. The size of the Christian body. 

b. The size and national and denominational 
complexion of the missionary body. 

c. The main features of organized Christian 
work—evangelistic, educational, liter- 
ary, medical, industrial, and codperative. 

d. The achievements of the Christian move- 
ment described and appraised. 

e. The main problems of the present, includ- 
ing those which demand an early solu- 
tion. 

III. The reasons for and against the support, by 
churches in America, of the missionary enterprise. 
In the light of the situation disclosed in the fore- 
going portions of the course, can we still support 
foreign missions? Here again the lectures and 
class discussions are paralleled by outside reading, 
and each student may be asked to hand in a paper 
giving his own conclusions on the subject, and his 
reasons for these conclusions. 
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A. Among the objections to missions are the follow- 
ing: 

1. One religion is about as good as another: all are 
about equally false and about equally true. 

2. Each people works out a religion best adapted 
to its own situation. A missionary by his 
teachings disrupts the culture of the people 
to whom he goes, and by thus overturning 
a nicely adjusted balance introduces more 
evils than he corrects. 

3. The United States is still so largely unchristian 
that before we send missionaries abroad 
we should first correct the evils in our own 
land. 

4. Missionaries are not wanted by the people to 
whom they go. 

5. Missions as conducted are inefficient and are 
entirely too costly. Missionaries live in 
comparative luxury. 

6. Missions are allied to Western imperialism. 

B. Among the reasons for missions to be considered 
are: 

1. The command of Christ. 

2. The truth of the Christian Gospel and the 
need of all men for it. 

3. The need for the Christian Gospel to counter- 
act the unfortunate effects of the economic 
and political impact of the Occident upon 
the non-Occidental world, and to make that 
impact helpful rather than destructive. 

IV. Missionary education. 
A. Materials and methods of missionary education 
in the local parish. 
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B. Various types of missionary education adapted 
to different ages and to different kinds of 
parishes. Description and evaluation of each. 

C. Each student to present a program for the parish 
which he is serving or with which he is most 
familiar. 
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